The German department of the University of California at Berkeley initiated this year a new series of programs for beginning and intermediate students, partially in response to the abolition of the foreign language requirement. This report describes the four options called: (1) the Basic Course, (2) the Intensive Course, (3) the Course Emphasizing Reading, and (4) Individualized Instruction. The paper concludes with a description of contact sessions available to students with their professors and a review of current enrollment trends in the new system at the university. The abolition of the foreign language requirement, among other recent dramatic changes in university and college curricula, presents us with enormous challenges which must be met in good part with innovative and stimulating course offerings if we are to continue in the educational scene as a vital subject area. To meet this challenge, the German department of the University of California at Berkeley initiated this year a new series of programs for beginning and intermediate students.
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For the first time a German student has a choice of four possible approaches to the learning of German--the Basic Course, the Intensive Course, the Course Emphasizing Reading, and Individualized Instruction. Obviously the most innovative of these alternatives is the Individualized Instruction program, and it is this program which in consequence will command my attention.
However, I wish first to briefly describe the other options: (Thus, the student completes four quarters' work in two quarters and has ten class-hours per week instead of five.)
3.
Course Em2hasizing Reading: There are a number of students each year who take German to fulfill a need for a specific major, often in the sciences. Mbst of these students require special training in reading and translation. As a consequence, the course is designed to do exactly that. Oral work and cultural material are included, but receive much less emphasis than in the other three programs.
translation of German texts and the discussion of structures in English are major activities in the classroom. As in the Basic Course, there are five class-hours per week in addition to outside preparation.
4.
Individualized Ifittruction:-The Individualized Instruction Program is designed to make it possible for each student to learn German at the rate he desires. It enables instructors to accommodate students' learning pace, as well as to provide students with individualized instruction as his needs and interests dictate.
Student-Instructor contact differs markedly from the previously described courses with respect to scheduled class sessions and homework assignments. Same contacts with teachers are drill sessions, others, individual appointments, and still others are testing sessions. Thtough these contacts the students determine their learning rate and enable instructors to teach, counsel, and test as necessary.
The program so designed provides the maximum desirable contact with the Grading. Students receive one grade at the end of each quarter.
The grade is the average of the grades of all completed units.
The grade and the number of units compleced are recorded on his course report.
Students meet with instructors in three distinct types of contact sessions:
1.
Class hours 2.
Consultation hours 3.
Office hours
Each instructor in the course conducts two of each of these sessions per week.
In the class sessions a number of students practice a variety of drills, dialogues are introduced and acted out, and reading selections are discussed.
In the consultation hours a smaller number of students are helped and given guidance and practice involving specific structural or phonemic items which have caused problems. During the office hours the student receives individual instruction.
Students attend these three types of sessions as frequently as they wish or as they are advised. The frequency of attendance and the choice of attending the type of contact offered depends on the par.e the student has set for himself his needs for help1 and the ob ectives he has in mind. University of California, Berkeley
